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INSIDE TRACK
Suicide confirmed in Delp's death 

Brad Delp lit two charcoal grills in the bathroom adjacent to his master bedroom and committed suicide via
asphyxiation last week, according to New Hampshire police who yesterday confirmed that the lead singer of
the band Boston took his own life.

"He was a man who gave all he had to give to everyone around him, whether family, friends, fans or
strangers," the singer's family said in a statement. "He gave as long as he could, as best he could, and he was
very tired. We take comfort in knowing that he is now, at last, at peace."

Delp, 55, a Danvers native, left two sealed suicide notes taped to a door and letters to his family and his
fiancee, Pamela Sullivan. But Atkinson, N.H., Police Lt. William Baldwin said the cops were not told why he
took his life. Toxicology tests by the state medical examiner's office showed that Delp died of carbon
monoxide poisoning.

"It's very sad for all of us who loved this guy," said ex-Extreme drummer Paul Geary, a close friend of Delp
and his family. "Whenever I called him for anything he'd drop everything and help, and whenever he called me
it was for someone else."

Friends said it was Delp's constant need to help and please people that may have driven him to despair. He
was literally the man in the middle of the bitter break-up of Boston - pulled from both sides by divided
loyalties.

Delp remained on good terms with both Tom Scholz, the MIT grad who founded the band, and Barry
Goudreau, Fran Sheehan and Sib Hashian, former members of Boston who had a fierce falling out with Scholz
in the early '80s.

Delp tried to please both sides by continuing to contribute his vocals to Scholz' Boston projects while also
remaining close to his former bandmates. The situation was complicated by the fact that Delp's ex-wife, Micki,
is the sister of Goudreau's wife, Connie.

"Tom made him do the Boston stuff and the other guys were mad that they weren't a part of it," said another
insider. "He was always under a lot of pressure."

As you may know, in 1976 the band's first album, featuring Scholz, Delp, Goudreau, Hashian and Sheehan,
was the best-selling debut album in history, spawning rock staples "More Than a Feeling," 'Peace of Mind,'
"Foreplay/ Long Time" and 'Rock and Roll Band.' But shortly thereafter things deteriorated.

Scholz' penchant for perfection and his well-chronicled control issues led to long delays between albums. As a
result, Goudreau, Delp and Hashian released an album without him, which led to an irretrievable breakdown.

Scholz claimed that the other band members - with the exception of Delp - attempted to steal the name
Boston. While the bitter battle raged, Delp tried to keep peace with both sides. He continued to perform with
Scholz and the reconstituted Boston but also did projects with Goudreau and remained friends with the other
original members.

But the never-ending bitterness may have been too much for the sensitive singer to endure. Just last fall the
ugliness flared again when Scholz heard some of his ex-bandmates were planning to perform at a tribute
concert at Symphony Hall for football legend Doug Flutie - and then had his people call and substitute himself
and Delp for the gig, sources say.

In fact, the wounds remained so raw that Scholz wasn't invited to the private funeral service for Delp that the
family held earlier this week.

"What does that tell you?" asked another insider. "Brad and Tom were the best of friends and he's been told
nothing about anything."

In an interview with Rolling Stone after Delp's death, Scholz said he and Delp were "friends and collaborators
for 35 years but our bond ran much deeper than just Boston."

But Scholz also made reference to the ongoing feud in the interview when he told the rock bible that "unlike
other individuals eventually involved with Boston, Brad's down-to-earth personality never wavered."

Police discovered Delp's body in his southern New Hampshire home at around 1:30 p.m. last Friday. Sullivan
had gone to the house after failing to reach her fiance by phone. Police said Delp was alone at the time of his
death.

Some friends expressed surprise at the timing of Delp's suicide. He had been planning to tour with Boston and
to marry Sullivan this coming summer. He was also content working with his first love - a Beatles tribute band
called Beatlejuice. But friends say there was a dark side.

"He was a sad character to begin with," said one close pal. "He didn't think highly of himself. He was always
very self-deprecating. He's always been that way, though, so there was really nothing to lead anyone to
believe that he would do this."

Delp leaves two children, Jennifer, 26, and John Michael, 22.

Tomorrow, the classic rock station WZLX will pay tribute to Delp with a special edition of "Classic Cafe"
featuring his music. The show, hosted by Carter Alan, begins at noon.
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WE HEAR:

** That celebrity chef Todd English will be out in La-La next week rattling the pots and pans at a charity
dinner hosted by "Catch and Release" lady Jennifer Garner. The dinner, the last of Godiva's glam dinners
auctioned off for charity on eBay, cost some Mrs. Ben Affleck fan more than $25,000. Jen's charity of choice
was the Women's Cancer Research Institute at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

** That Longwood Events big gun Jim Apteker was one of the big-shot BU alums at Mastro's Steakhouse in La-
La last week at a dinner hosted by CBS Entertainment Prez Nina Tassler. Jim, who was accompanied by BU
President Robert Brown, spent the evening with actress - and Wareham homegal - Geena Davis, "Seinfeld"
funnyman Jason Alexander, Jim Gianopulos, the chairman of FOX Film, Frederick Huntsberry, the COO of
Paramount and many, many more. As you know, the Boston University Club is located in the State Room, one
of Apteker's premiere Hub properties.

** And that Julie Teer, who we knew as Gov. Mitt Romney's media mouthpiece, has been bounced from her
current job as Mitt's national field director. She's now deputy finance director for the ex-gov's affinity groups.
Taking her place as national field director is Josh Ginsberg, who was promoted from deputy political director
for voter contact. His father, Ben Ginsberg, is the presidential campaign's chief counsel.

Drop dimes to trackgals@bostonherald.com or 617-619-6488.

Caption: CHARMED SCHOOL: 'Worker Bees' from the Broad Meadow School (from left) Rachel
Charles, Kayla Erhardt and Devan Carson got some face time yesterday with New England
Patriots linebacker Mike Vrabel at a Cradles to Crayons event at Bank of America in Dorchester.
STAFF PHOTO BY ANGELA ROWLINGS
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INSIDE TRACK
Delp's ex: 'No one can possibly understand' 

Boston lead singer Brad Delp was driven to despair after his longtime friend Fran Cosmo was dropped from a
summer tour, the last straw in a dysfunctional professional life that ultimately led to the sensitive frontman's
suicide, Delp's ex-wife said.

"No one can possibly understand the pressures he was under," said Micki Delp, the mother of Delp's two kids,
in an exclusive interview with the Track.

"Brad lived his life to please everyone else. He would go out of his way and hurt himself before he would hurt
somebody else, and he was in such a predicament professionally that no matter what he did, a friend of his
would be hurt. Rather than hurt anyone else, he would hurt himself. That's just the kind of guy he was."

Cosmo, who had been with Boston since the early '90s, had been "disinvited" from the planned summer tour,
Micki Delp said, "which upset Brad."

But according to Tom Scholz, the MIT-educated engineer who founded the band back in 1976, the decision to
drop Cosmo was not final and Delp was not upset about the matter. (Cosmo's son Anthony, however, was
scratched from the tour.)

"The decision to rehearse without the Cosmos was a group decision," Scholz said in a statement through his
publicist. "Brad never expressed unhappiness with that decision . . . and took an active part in arranging the
vocals for five people, not seven."

Nonetheless, according to the singer's suicide notes released yesterday, Delp said he had "lost my desire to
live."

Police say Delp sealed himself inside his bathroom last Friday, lit two charcoal grills and committed suicide via
carbon monoxide poisoning.

"Mr. Brad Delp. J'ai une ame solitaire. I am a lonely soul," said one of the notes. "I take complete and sole
responsibility for my present situation." The note also included instructions on how to contact his fiancee,
Pamela Sullivan, who found Delp's body.

"Unfortunately she is totally unaware of what I have done," the note said.

Yesterday Sullivan, who was planning to marry Delp this summer, said the situation was "extremely painful"
for her, Delp's children and his family.

"To the rest of the world, this is a big story," she said. "But to Brad and Micki's children and me, it's very
different."

According to police reports released yesterday, Delp was found on the floor of his bathroom Friday, his head
on a pillow and a note paper-clipped to the neck of his shirt. He died sometime between 11:30 p.m. March 8
and the next afternoon.

Sullivan told police that Delp "had been depressed for some time, feeling emotional (and) bad about himself,"
according to the reports.

According to Micki Delp, Brad was upset over the lingering bad feelings from the ugly breakup of the band
Boston over 20 years ago. Delp continued to work with Scholz and Boston but also gigged with Barry
Goudreau, Fran Sheehan and Sib Hashian, former members of the band who had a fierce falling out with
Scholz in the early '80s.

As a result, he was constantly caught in the middle of the warring factions. The situation was complicated by
the fact that Delp's ex-wife, Micki, is the sister of Goudreau's wife, Connie.

"Barry and Sib are family and the things that were said against them hurt," Micki said. "Boston to Brad was a
job, and he did what he was told to do. But it got to the point where he just couldn't do it anymore."

Considerate to the end, Delp left a note on the top of the stairs at his home warning rescuers that there was
carbon monoxide in the house. Another note said the couple's cat, Floppy, should be in a room that was safe
from the deadly gas and asked that someone find her and make sure she was all right.

Police said Delp was so intent on ending it all that he had a backup plan if the charcoal fumes didn't kill him. A
dryer vent tube was connected to the exhaust pipe of Delp's car. In the garage, police found a note taped to
the door leading into the house.

"To whoever finds this I have hopefully committed suicide. Plan B was to asphyxiate myself in my car."

Outside the bathroom, police found a carbon monoxide detector with the battery removed.

Delp joined Boston in the mid-1970s and sang two of its biggest hits, "More than a Feeling" and "Long Time."
A lifelong Beatles fan, Delp also played with the tribute band Beatlejuice.

Delp was cremated Wednesday, police said. A private funeral was held earlier this week.

Back to school

Denzel Washington and his filmmaking posse yesterday scoped out Harvard University for "The Great
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Debaters," a period flick starring - and directed by - the Hollywood hotshot himself.

Denzel? In Cambridge? In July? What's to debate????

The Depression-era movie, co-produced by Oprah Winfrey's Harpo Productions, is about a real-life black
debating team from Wiley College who argued their way to a showdown with the Harvard boys in the 1935
national championship. Denzel cast himself as Melvin B. Tolson, the renowned black poet who coached the
East Texas team to a shocking, historic victory.

"The Great Debaters" will film mostly down South, we're told. But Denzel can't recreate those famous Ivy
League looks in Louisiana, so he was over in Cambridge yesterday checking out Sanders Theatre, the Widener
Library and the school's river house dorms.

While the Crimson don't allow filming in the Yaaaahd, the movie posse wanted to check out the library to see if
they could re-create it inside and out. They also walked along the Charles River to check out the river houses
since they, too, are off-limits to filming.

However, Sanders Theatre is open to the public, so it's ready for its close-up, Mr. Washington!

Last week, we're told, Denzel's location scouts were in Worcester to check out historic Union Station, the grand
circa 1911 depot.

Drop dimes to trackgals@bostonherald.com or 617-619-6488. And listen to the Track at 8:20 a.m. today on
WAAF 107.3 and 97.7 FM.

Caption: Dorchester homey Mark Wahlberg did the red-carpet thing at the AMC Boston Common
last night at a local premiere of his new flick, "Shooter." The erstwhile Marky Mark plays an ex-
CIA marksman who is lured out of retirement to kill a terrorist only to be framed in the death of a
cop. (Staff Photo by John Wilcox)
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Scholz to Delp's ex: stop blame game 

The bitter feud between the surviving members of the band Boston exploded anew yesterday with band
founder Tom Scholz firing off a letter to the ex-wife of singer Brad Delp demanding she stop making
"statements in which you place any blame whatsoever" on Scholz for Delp's suicide.

The letter leaves open the possibility that Scholz could sue Micki Delp, the mother of Brad's two children, if
she does not "retract" statements that she made in an exclusive interview with the Herald last week.

Micki Delp told the Herald that her ex-husband Brad, who committed suicide two weeks ago in the bathroom
of his New Hampshire home, was under a great deal of pressure personally and professionally. However, Micki
Delp never blamed Scholz for his death.

She said Delp was upset over the fact his friend and band mate Fran Cosmo had been dropped from Boston's
summer tour. But Scholz, the MIT-educated engineer who founded the band in 1976, said the decision to drop
Cosmo was not final and that Delp was not troubled over the matter. Cosmo's son Anthony, however, was
scratched from the tour.

"The decision to rehearse without the Cosmos was a group decision," Scholz said in a statement to the Herald.
"Brad never expressed unhappiness with that decision . . . and took an active part in arranging the vocals for
five people, not seven."

Yesterday, Scholz told the Associated Press that Delp was his "closest friend and collaborator in music for over
35 years. He said he was crushed by Delp's suicide and the fact that he was not invited to his funeral and
feels he is being unfairly blamed for Delp's suicide.

"It went from devastating on the initial phone call to an absolute nightmare," Scholz told the AP in a tearful
telephone interview.

Delp died March 9 after he sealed himself inside a bathroom in his Atkinson, N.H., home, lit two charcoal grills
and committed suicide via carbon monoxide poisoning.

"Mr. Brad Delp. J'ai une ame solitaire. I am a lonely soul," said one of several suicide notes he left for his
family and fiance, Pamela Sullivan. "I take complete and sole responsibility for my present situation." The note
also included instructions on how to contact Sullivan and how to find his cat, Floppy.

Delp joined Boston in the mid-1970s and sang two of its biggest hits, "More than a Feeling" and "Long Time."
But the group had an ugly breakup more than 20 years ago and Delp was caught in the middle. He continued
to work with Scholz and Boston but also gigged with Barry Goudreau, Fran Sheehan and Sib Hashian, former
members of the band who had a fierce falling out with Scholz in the early '80s.

As a result, Delp was constantly caught in the middle of the warring factions. The situation was complicated
by the fact that Delp's ex-wife, Micki, is the sister of Goudreau's wife, Connie.

Micki Delp could not be reached for comment yesterday, but Connie Goudreau said the family would have no
further comment.

"Nothing we can say will bring him back," Goudreau said.
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